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Blessing our community in the name of Jesus
for the transformation of all.
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And may we reflect Your light and love
This Christmas may we know the love, peace, comfort
in this dark world
to bring glory to You. In Jesus’ name.
and joy that only You can give, no matter what our
circumstances.
Amen.
And may we reflect Your light and love in this dark
world to bring glory to You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Sunday 4th
2ND Sunday
of Advent

8am Holy Communion
10am Sung Eucharist
Isaiah 11.1-10

Sunday 18th
4th Sunday
of Advent

8am Holy Communion
Isaiah 7.10-16
Romans 1.1-7
10 am COMMUNITY
CAROL SERVICE

Wed 21st

10am Holy Communion

NSPCC Gifting Romans 15.4-13
Matthew 3.1-12
Service

3pm Evensong GIBSIDE

Monday 5th 1 30pm Group 67
_____________________________________
Wed 7th
10 am Holy Communion
Thurs 8th 7 30pm Grainger Singers Concert

Saturday 24th 5pm Family service and the
CHRISTMAS
Blessing of the Crib
EVE
11 30pm Midnight Mass
___________________________________
Sunday 25th 8am
Holy Communion
Christmas
9 30 am Sung Eucharist
Day
NO Evensong
____________________________________
Wed 28 th
NO Service
________________________________
Sunday 1st Jan 10am Said Eucharist
2nd Sunday
Isaiah 73. 7-9
of Christmas Hebrews 2. 20-end
_________________________________

Friday 9th 7 30pm Take Note Concert
_____________________________________
Saturday 10th BAPTISMS
Sunday 11th 10 am Sung Eucharist
Parade Sunday Isaiah 35. 1-10
And Gifting
James 5.7-10
Service
Matthew 11.2-11
Monday 12th MU 2pm in the Centre
Wed 14th
10am Holy Communion
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Dear Friends,
Christmas is a blessing. An obvious statement to those of us of Faith. However
to many this Christmas, the associated pressures of finding the money to buy
food and gifts will seem almost impossible to achieve, especially when viewed
against a backdrop of political and economic turmoil spreading across the globe.
Money is short, prices are rising, jobs are under threat and, a dictator wages
war. This then, might be an appropriate moment for me ‘toot' my imaginary
party blower, listen for the strangled raspberry that follows, and watch as the
paper limply unrolls as I sigh 'happy days!’
Don’t worry, I’ve not got a case of the blues; in fact quite the opposite. You
see while I lament the fact that political & economic unrest still continues, I
know that most people want to help one another, and that we, understand the
difficulties that life presents and this motivates us to do something positive.
For example, two thousand years ago a young woman, Mary, and her
carpenter husband Joseph, had to go to Bethlehem. They didn’t have much
money, Mary was heavily pregnant and about to give birth. There was no place
for them to stay... but, someone saw their need. There was a stable, rough and
ready, and someone had the heart to offer it to Mary. There, the child Jesus
was born. He lay in the manger, a wooden box from which animals would’ve
normally have been fed. There are many wonders to the Christmas story, but
often the kindness of the owner of the stable goes unnoticed. However it should
be noted, and it did make me think.
Our church like many others are running ‘warm spaces’. (9am -12noon on a
Tuesday in the Centre Lounge; why not drop in?) These spaces are for people
who are finding life hard, who need somewhere which is free and warm in
which to sit down and enjoy a drink and a conversation; any one is welcome.
So, as we move toward Christmas, and being aware of the increasing social
needs around us, I have asked the PCC to consider all our services as ‘warm
spaces of welcome’ where people can come and get warm, receive a friendly
smile, and if need be a drink; even when worship is happening. I have even
suggested that if we have a Christmas concert, the same principle would apply.
The PCC have agreed to this, because we are ‘church’. That’s who we are, and
what we do is to be here for all, in Jesus’ name.
It is also a good time to thank you, for your ongoing help with the Gateshead
Food Bank, the ‘Help a child smile at Christmas Appeal’, ‘Feeding Families’
and the many diverse and good charitable causes in which you are already
involved. We all have parts to play, and they are important. This Christmas,
perhaps remember the kindness of the unnamed person who offered a warm
place to Mary in which she gave birth to our Lord. His light still dispels the
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darkness.
Despite the hardships of these times, again this year we will proclaim the
Lord’s Joy & Peace. Now, that is worth a lasting and loud toot on any
Christmas party blower!
Christmas is a blessing. Barry, Jill and Luke

Christmas
Concert
at
St Mary the Virgin
Church, Whickham
Friday 9th December 2022
at 7.30pm
Tickets £5 (Under 16s £3)

available by ringing the Parish Office
07376172181 or Gillian Surtees (email:
gilliansurtees@btinternet.com or telephone
0191 4886320

All profits shared with St. Mary’s

**MORE INFORMATION OF EVENTS at the Parish Church LEADING UP TO CHRISTMAS **
December 8th @ 7 30pm CHRISTMAS CONCERT by the GRAINGER SINGERS

£5 per ticket from Jill Abbott 0191 4887397 or Joan Porteous 0191 4885344
Ticket sales are in aid of the work of the Parish Church in service of the people of our Community
and those of surrounding areas

December 11th @ 10am CHURCH PARADE & GIFTING DAY

a special Sunday Service for Families – please bring a wrapped gift labelled for
a girl/boy & age range. The gifts will be collected and distributed by the Salvation

Army .
December 18th @ 10am
The BIG Community Carol Service
December 24th @ 5pm
Family Nativity & Blessing of the Crib.
Why not come along dressed as an – Angel. Shepherd. Wise boy or girl. A shining star or a
manger animal and help us tell the story of Jesus’ birth.
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What a year it has been, when world events continue to impact
heavily on our personal lives and our churches. Recovering from
the impact of Covid-19 was hard enough, but with the arrival of
the Russian war on Ukraine, our finances have received another
heavy blow. Many of us now are facing a hard winter, with
seemingly little to be cheerful about.
And yet, and yet – the message of Christmas is just as real for us
today as it was 2000 years ago, and it can still bring us hope and
joy for our long-term future. Emmanuel has come, the Prince of
Peace, the Son of Righteousness. God IS with us. And HIS kingdom
will have no end.
Our church community can still witness to that in our
neighbourhood this Christmas. Perhaps you can do so through
showing the compassion of Foodbanks, or perhaps through
outdoors Christmas carol singing. You can still witness to the love
of God.
Peace on earth, goodwill towards men!

PEACE to you, at Christmastide. May you
live
as Jesus
did,
the world
it islive
and
PEACE
to you,
at taking
Christmastide.
Mayasyou
as Jesus di
world as to
it isitand
bringing
to it LOVE and COMPASSION.
bringing
LOVE
and COMPASSION.
May
you
delight
in
your
family
friends.
May you wel
May you delight in your familyand
and
friends.
stranger
knowing
that
Jesus
came
as
a
stranger
May you welcome the stranger knowing thatinto a wo
challenged
him.
Jesus
came to
asrecognise
a stranger
into a world that
May
you
find
the
Christ-Child
you turn.
was challenged to recognisewherever
him.
May your heart be filled with the JOY of Christmas which
May
you find the Christ-Child wherever you
SPIRIT of Christmas, which is PEACE; and the heart of Ch
turn.
which is LOVE!
May
your heart be filled with the JOY of
May God - CREATOR, SAVIOUR and HOLY SPIRIT – go wit
Christmas which is HOPE, the SPIRIT of Christmas, which is PEACE; and
the heart of Christmas, which is LOVE!
May God - CREATOR, SAVIOUR and HOLY SPIRIT – go with you.

A Candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would be a witness, so he made
Christmas Candy Cane. He incorporated several symbols for the birth, ministry and deat
Christ.
He began with a stick of pure white, hard candy. White to symbolize the Virgin Birth an
nature of Jesus, and hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, the foundation of the church and
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A Candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would be
a witness, so he made the Christmas Candy Cane. He incorporated
several symbols for the birth, ministry and death of Jesus Christ.
He began with a stick of pure white, hard candy. White to
symbolize the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of Jesus, and
hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, the foundation of the church and
firmness of the promises of God.
The candy maker made the candy in the form of a J to represent
the precious name of Jesus, who came to earth as our Saviour. It
could also represent the staff of the Good Shepherd with which
He reaches down into the ditches of the world to lift out the fallen
lambs who, like all sheep, have
gone astray.
Thinking that the candy was somewhat plain, the candy maker
stained it with red stripes. He used three small stripes to show the
stripes of the scourging Jesus received by which we are healed.
The large red stripe was for the Blood shed by Christ on the cross
so that we could have the promise of
eternal life.
Unfortunately, the candy became known as the Candy Cane---a
meaningless decoration seen at Christmas time. But the meaning
is still there for those who have the eyes to see and ears to hear. I
pray that this symbol will gain be used to witness to the wonder of
Jesus and His great love that came down at Christmas and remains
the ultimate and dominant force in the universe today.
Author: Unknown
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Three thought provoking thoughts:-

A little girl was examining a Christmas crib with her grandmother and
ee thought
provoking
thoughts:commented,
‘Grannie,
it's really nice, but there's one thing that bothers
me: is the baby Jesus ever going to grow up? He’s the same size He was
last year!!’
ttle girl was
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Thebut
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theever
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but to grow
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angels announced,
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(Luke
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is
good
news
for
all
people!
He
is
none
other
than
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ssiah, the Lord.’ (Luke 2: 10,11).
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ourand
Saviour.
To experience
this
joy, iswe
must
birth ofuniverse,
a baby iswho
a time
greatasjoy
excitement
and Jesus’
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good
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go self-centredness
our own who
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deliverance
ple! Helet
is none
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kingliving
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as our Saviour. To
is alet
real
for joy!
erienceand
thiswholeness
joy, we must
gocause
self-centredness
and living as our own saviour. His
verance and wholeness is a real cause for joy!
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom
hishighest
favour rests.’
may
anything
butthose
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ory to God
in the
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and
onfeel
earth
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God. Ifwith
we God.
ignore
thisbenefit
message
of Christmas,
we won’t benefit from it.
istmas, ignore
we won’t
from
it.
As
the
carol
says,
‘Joy
to
the
world,
thecome,
Lord has
come,
let earth
he carol says, ‘Joy to the world, the Lord has
let earth
receive
her King.’
receive her King.’
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HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES WITH CERTAIN CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND SONGS
Jingle Bells --- Dashing through the snow in one horse open sleigh,
o’er the fields we go, laughing all the way….
A risk assessment must be submitted before an open sleigh is
considered safe to the public to travel on. The risk assessment must
also consider whether it is appropriate to use only one horse for such a
venture, particularly if passengers are of larger proportions.
Please note - permission must be gained from landowners before
entering their fields. To avoid offending those not participating in the
celebrations, we would request that laughter is moderate only and not
loud enough to be considered a noise nuisance.
While Shepherds watched---While shepherds watched their
flocks by night. All seated on the ground the angel of the Lord came
down and glory shone around.
The Shepherds’ Union has complained that it breaches health and
Safety regulations to insist that shepherds watch their flocks without
appropriate seating arrangements being provided, therefore benches,
stools and orthopaedic chairs are now available. Shepherds have also
requested that, due to the inclement weather conditions at this time
of year, they should watch their flocks via CCTV cameras from centrally
heated shepherd observation huts.
Please note – the angel of the Lord is reminded before shining his/her
glory all around she/he must ascertain that all the shepherds have been
issued with glasses capable of filtering out the harmful effects of UVA,
UVB and Glory.
Little Donkey--- Little donkey, little donkey, on the dusty road, Got
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to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load.
The RSPCA has issued strict guidelines with regard to how heavy a load
a donkey of small stature is permitted to carry. Also included in the
guidelines is guidance regarding how often to feed the donkey and how
many rest breaks are required over a four-hour plodding period.
Please note – that due to the increased risk of pollution on the dusty
road Mary and Joseph are required to wear face masks to prevent
in halation of any airborne particles. The donkey has expressed his
discomfort at being labelled ‘little’ and would prefer to be referred to
simply as ‘Mr Donkey’. To comment upon his height or lack thereof may
be considered an infringement of his equine rights.

Christmas cards

I have a list of people I know all written in a
book
And every year at Christmas time I go and
take a look
And that is when I realise that those names
are a part
Not of the book they’re written in but of my
very heart
for each name stands for someone who had crossed my path sometime. And in that
meeting they’ve become a treasured friend of mine. And once you’ve met some
people the years cannot erase. The memory of a pleasant word or of a friendly face
So when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you it’s because you’re on that
list of folks I’m indebted to. And you are one of many folk who in times past I’ve met
and happen to be one of those I do not want to forget. And whether I have known
you for many years or few in some way you have a part in shaping things I do
This, the spirit of Christmas, that forever and ever endures. May it leave it’s richest
blessing in the hearts of you and yours.
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I know so much about them
By the kindness that they give,
And this little scrap of metal
Takes me in to where they live.

Dear Lord,
Every single evening
As I'm lying here in bed,
This tiny little Prayer
Keeps running through my head:

By faith is how I know them
Much the same as you.
We share in what life brings us
And from that our friendships
grew..

God bless all my family
Wherever they may be,
Keep them warm
And safe from harm
For they' re so close to m e.

Please take an extra minute
From your duties up above,
To bless those in my address
book
That's filled with so much love.

A n d G o d , t h e r e i s one more thing
I wish that you could do;
Hope you don't mind me asking,
Please bless my computer too.

W h e r e v e r e l s e this prayer may
reach
To each and every friend,
Bless each e-mail inbox
And each person who hits 'send'.

Now I know that it's unusual
To Bless a motherboard,
But listen just a second
While I explain it to you, Lord.

When you update your
Heavenly list
On your own Great CD-ROM,
Bless everyone who says this
prayer

You see, that little metal box
Holds more than odds and ends;
Inside those small compartments
Rest so many of my friends.
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On the Morning of Christ's Nativity: a Christmas poem by John Milton

Make it Snow!
On the Morning of Christ's Nativity
Onisthe
Morning
of Christ's
This
the month,
and this
the happyNativity
morn
Wherein
Sonmonth,
of Heav'n's
eternal
This isthethe
and
this King,
the
Ofhappy
weddedmorn
Maid, and Virgin Mother born,
Our
great
redemption
did bring;
Wherein the Sonfrom
of above
Heav'n's
For so the holy sages once did sing,
eternal
That
he our King,
deadly forfeit should release,
Ofwith
wedded
Maid,
Virgin
And
his Father
workand
us a perpetual
peace.
Mother born,

Say Heav'nly Muse, shall not thy sacred

Say
Heav'nly Muse, shall not thy
vein
Afford vein
a present to the Infant God?
sacred
Hast
thou
no verse,to
nothe
hymn,
or solemn
Afford a present
Infant
God?
strain,
Hast thou no verse, no hymn, or
To welcome him to this his new abode,
solemn
strain,
Now while
the heav'n, by the Sun's team
Tountrod,
welcome him to this his new
Hath took no print of the approaching light,
abode,
Andwhile
all the spangled
host keep
watch
in
Our great redemption from above Now
the heav'n,
by the
Sun's
That
glorious
Form,
that
Light
unsufferable,
squadrons
bright?
did bring;
team untrod,
And that far-beaming blaze of Majesty,
For
so
the
holy
sages
once
did
sing,
Hath
tookfrom
no far
print
the
Wherewith he wont at Heav'n's high councilSee how
uponofthe
eastern road
That he our deadly forfeit should
approaching
light,haste with odours
table,
The star-led wizards
And
all the spangled host keep
Torelease,
sit the midst of Trinal Unity,
sweet:
HeAnd
laid aside,
and
here
with
us
to
be,
O
run,
them with
thy humble ode,
with his Father work us a
watch inprevent
squadrons
bright?
Forsook
the
courts
of
everlasting
day,
And
lay
it
lowly
at
his
blessed
feet;
perpetual peace.
And chose with us a darksome house of
Have thou the honour first thy Lord to greet,
See
how
farunto
upon
mortal clay.
And
join from
thy voice
the the
angeleastern
quire,
That glorious Form, that Light
road
From out his secret altar touched with
unsufferable,
The
star-led
hallowed
fire wizards haste with
And that far-beaming blaze of
odours sweet:
Majesty,
O run, prevent them with thy
Wherewith he wont at Heav'n's
humble ode,
high council-table,
And lay it lowly at his blessed feet;
To sit the midst of Trinal Unity,
Have thou the honour first thy Lord
He laid aside, and here with us to to greet,
be,
And join thy voice unto the angel
Forsook the courts of everlasting
quire,
day,
From out his secret altar touched
And chose with us a darksome
with hallowed fire
house of mortal clay.
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SOME SEASONAL SMILES
Christmas card Richard, my husband, and I had a hectic
Christmas holiday schedule involving work, care of parents, driving
of teenagers, shopping, and all the required doings of the season.
Running out of time, I asked a local printer to simply print our
name on our Christmas cards, to save me signing each one.
Soon we started getting cards from friends signed ‘The Modest
Morrisons’, ‘The Clever Clarks’, and ‘The Successful Smiths’. This
baffled me until I looked again at our card. I had posted out a
hundred cards neatly imprinted with ‘Happy Holidays from the
Rich Armstrongs’.
The Holy Family A Sunday school teacher asked her class, "What
was Jesus' mother's name?"
One child answered, "Mary."
The teacher then asked, "Who knows what Jesus' father's name
was?"
Another child ventured: "Verge?"
Confused, the teacher asked, "Where did you get that?"
He replied hesitantly: "Well, you know they are always talking
about Verge n' Mary.
Good home After the christening of his baby brother in church,
young Jason sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car.
His father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy
replied, "That minister said he wanted us to be brought up in a
good Christian home, but I want to stay with you guys."
Lord’s Prayer, updated I had been teaching my three-yearold daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's Prayer. For several evenings at
bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the prayer.
Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she carefully
enunciated each word right up to the end of the prayer. Then she
implored: "and lead us not into temptation but deliver us some
e-mail.”
Church officials Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother
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Joel were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and
talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had had enough. "You're not
supposed to talk out loud in church."
"Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel demanded.
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, "See those
two big men standing by the door and glaring at you? They're
hushers."
Visiting Father Christmas A mother took her young daughter
to visit Father Christmas in his grotto at the garden centre. He
greeted the youngster merrily and asked: “And what would you
like for Christmas?"
The little girl stared at him, open-mouthed with horror. “Didn't
you get my email?!"
Presents December is the month when the children begin to
discuss what to get Dad for Christmas. Some insist on getting him
a shirt, others a pair of socks. But the argument always ends in a
tie.
Children’s version of the Christmas story
- When the three wise guys from the east side arrived, they found
Jesus in the manager.
- When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she sang
the Magna Carta
- Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite.
A little boy rushed home from school and said excitedly: “I got a
part in the Christmas play!”
“What part?” asked his mother. “I’m one of the three wise
guys!”
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TWELVE DAYS of CHRISTMAS – a different to the one we all know!.
A Partridge in a pear tree – My dearest darling. That partridge,
in that lovely enchanting little pear tree! What a romantic, poetic
present! Bless you and thank you.
Your deeply loving Emily
Two Turtle Doves – My dearest darling Edward, the two turtle doves
arrived this morning and are cooing away in the pear tree as I write.
I’m so touched and grateful. With my love, as always, Emily.
Three French Hens - My darling Edward, you do think of the most
original presents: way from France? It’s a pity that we have no
chicken coops, but I expect we will find some. Thank you, anyway,
they’re lovely. Your loving Emily.
Four Calling Birds - Dearest Edward. What a surprise – four calling
birds arrived this morning. They are very sweet, even if they do call
rather loudly they make telephoning impossible. But I expect they’ll
calm down when they get to their new home. I’m very grateful - of
course I am. Love Emily.
Five Gold Rings – Dearest Edward. The postman has just delivered
five most beautiful gold rings, one for each finger and all fitting
perfectly. A really lovely present – lovelier than birds, which do take
rather a lot of looking after. The four that arrived yesterday are still
making a terrible row, and I’m afraid none of us got much sleep last
night. Mummy says she wants us to use the rings to ‘wring’ their
necks- she’s only joking, I think; though I know what she means. But
I love the rings. Bless you. Love Emily.
Six geese a-laying- whatever I expected to find when I opened the
front door this morning, it certainly wasn’t six socking great geese
laying eggs all over the doorstep. Frankly, I rather hoped you had
stopped sending me birds we have no room for them and they have
already ruined the croquet lawn. I know you meant well, but let’s call
a halt, shall we? Love Emily.
Seven swans a-swimming- Edward, I thought I said no more birds;
but this morning I woke up to find no less than seven swans all trying
to get into our tiny goldfish pond. I’d rather not think what happened
14

to our goldfish. The whole house seems to be full of birds- to say
nothing of what they leave behind them. Please, please STOP. Your
Emily.
Eight maids a-milking- frankly, I think I prefer the birds. What am I
to do with eight milkmaids – AND their cows? Is this some kind of a
joke? If so, I’m afraid I don’t find it very amusing. Emily
Nine ladies dancing- Look here Edward, this has gone far enough.
You say you’re sending me nine ladies dancing; all I can say is that
judging from the way they dance, they’re certainly not ladies. The
village just isn’t accustomed to seeing a regiment of shameless
hussies with nothing but their lipstick cavorting around the greenand it’s Mummy and I who get blamed. If you value your friendshipwhich I do less and less-kindly stop this ridiculous behaviour at once.
Emily.
Ten lords a-leaping-As I write this letter, ten disgusting old men are
prancing about all over what used to be the garden before the geese
and the swans and the cows got at it; and several of them, I notice,
are taking inexcusable liberties with the milkmaids. Meanwhile the
neighbours are trying to have us evicted. I shall never speak to you
again. Emily
Eleven piper piping- This is the last straw. You know I detest
bagpipes. The place has now become something between a
menagerie and a madhouse and a man from the council has declared
it unfit for habitation. At least mummy has been spared this last
outrage; they took her away yesterday afternoon in an ambulance. I
hope you’re satisfied.
Twelve drummers drumming- Dear Sir, Our client, Miss Emily
Wilbraham, instructs me to inform you that with the arrival on her
premises at half past seven this morning of the entire percussion
section of the Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra and several of their
friends she has no course left open to her but to seek an injunction
to prevent your importuning her further. I am making arrangements
for the return of much assorted livestock. I am, Sir, G Creep.
Solicitor-in -law
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Funerals
December 4th
11th
18th

Marjorie Cowell
Sunderland
Ann Elizabeth Richardson
Whickham
Elizabeth Nora Fellis
Whickham
"May they rest in peace and rise in glory"

When I go, don’t learn to live without me
just learn to live my love
In a different way.
And if you need to see me, close your eyes or look in your shadow
when the sun shines
I am there.
Sit with me in the quiet and you will know that I did not leave .
There is no leaving when a soul is blended with another.
When I go don’t learn to live without me.
Just learn to look for me in moments. I will be there

.
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